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Life Story of Audrey Dorene Hoy Bailey

Audrey Dorene Hoy was born on September 6, 1933 in Holtville, California. She was the
daughter of Howard Linn Hoy and Frieda Anne Kolkhorst. She had an older sister Beverly
Diane Hoy Hamley, and younger brother Howard Lowell Hoy. Audrey also had an older half-
sister, Alta Kathryn Hoy from her father’s previous marriage to Verna Alta Lewis who had died
from scarlet fever. Audrey enjoyed a close relationship with Kathryn in their later years.

Her early childhood was spent on the Holtville farm where her father raised grapefruit, rabbits,
and chickens. The family planted their own vegetables. After World War 11 ended, her father left
farming for investment real estate and moved the family to Ocean Beach, California. During her
teen years she lived in Long Beach, California. Her father became ill, so the family moved
during her last year of high school to Paso Robles, California in 1952. She graduated from Paso
Robles High School in June, 1952.

She attended San Jose State College (now San Jose State University) in San Jose, California,
where she graduated in June 1956 with a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Education. She taught first
grade at Linda Vista Elementary School in San Jose. Then she married Lieutenant Charles Stanley Bailey, United States Air
Force, in a ceremony at Belmont Heights United Methodist Church, Long Beach, California, on June 22, 1957.

Audrey enjoyed the life of an Air Force Officer’s wife. She liked traveling and living in new places. She was an active
member of the Officer’s Wives Club and hosted many Hail-and-Farewell social events. The Air Force stationed them around
the United States: Dyess Air Force Base, Texas; Bunker Hill (now Grissom) AFB, Indiana; Barksdale AFB, Louisiana;
Loring AFB, Maine; Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota; Offutt AFB, Nebraska; and finally Vandenberg AFB, California, where
they retired. The logistics of packing and moving an entire household became second nature to her. Once, they had to move
with just a week’s notice; she did it. Chuck retired at the rank of Colonel after 26 years in the Air Force and they continued to
travel in a van conversion all over the continental United States. They regularly attended Air Force B-58 reunion events.
Many of their Air Force colleagues became life-long friends with which she kept up an avid correspondence.

Audrey had many hobbies throughout her life. She learned to garden and sew from her parents, and throughout much of her
life sewed many of her own clothes, including a camel-hair cape and gold brocade formal dress & jacket. She made matching
mother-daughter dresses. Besides sewing, she canned jam, painted art, made three hats, square danced, gardened, decorated
cakes, wrote poetry and limericks, and researched her family history. She completed an extensive history of her Hoy and
Kolkhorst ancestors that she happily shared with others. She and her husband were active members of the Santa Maria A’s, a
car club devoted to antique Ford Model A’s that Chuck helped found. This club sponsors the ongoing annual All-Ford Car
Show in Orcutt that raises money for scholarships to the Automotive Technology Department at Allan Hancock College. She
enjoyed making period-accurate costumes for herself and Chuck when they went touring with club members.

She was an avid pianist from childhood and enjoyed amateur performing, including two-piano duets with her high school
friend Joann Royer. In later life, she taught herself to play the organ, and played both piano and organ for chapel services.

A life-long devout Methodist, she was an active participant in church life. She volunteered in many ways, including donating
altar flowers, singing in the church choir, and writing the history of Saint Andrew United Methodist Church in Orcutt,
California.

She was predeceased by her parents Howard Hoy and Frieda Kolkhorst, her husband Charles Stanley Bailey, and sisters
Kathryn and Beverly. She is survived by her brother Howard (Nancy Earl) of St Louis Park, Minnesota, her children:
Catherine Suzanne Bailey (Roy Weinberger) of Mission Viejo, California, Charles Steven Bailey (Imelda Ochoa Fuentes) of
Thousand Oaks, California, Craig Stanley Bailey of Santa Maria, California, and Curtis Stewart Bailey of Orcutt, California,
and her grandchildren: Lieutenant Marina Lynn Weinberger, United States Navy (Captain William Theodore Brooks IV,
United States Air Force), Steven Ramon Bailey, and Nicole Marie Bailey.

Despite declining health with her heart, lungs, and brain, she died peacefully and painlessly at the age of 92 at home
surrounded by family. Internment will be at Wasco Memorial Cemetery, Wasco, California with her beloved husband of 55
years.



Jim’'s Tech Tips
"Ignition Misfires"

We've all experienced it. When the engine is cold and first started up, the engine is
running rough and you can tell not all 4 cylinders are firing. It usually clears up in under a
minute, But later, when the engine is warm, you should not feel a miss when climbing a hill
or accelerating into traffic. If the power is just not there, like you know it should be,
where to look? It could be a carburetor problem, but don't overlook fouled spark plugs and
problems in the distributor.

Check the point gap in the distributor. The cam follower wears as you drive and the point
gap closes down, giving a weak spark. So check it and increase the gap back to 0.020" if
needed. While you are there, look for burned points and clean them up or replace them:
you might have a bad or weak condenser.

Look at the rotor. Make sure the black flat spring is touching the underside of the cap,
and is not burned up. Wipe of f any oil film on the rotor.

Look at the underside of the distributor cap. Inspect the graphite button on the
underside. I have seen caps with the entire button broken of f and missing.

Look at the inside of the distributor body (the black
plastic piece). Look for an oil and dirt film on the
inside. Wipe it out with a clean cloth. Look for
“carbon tracks" on the inside of the cap, where the
spark is jumping down to ground on the metal
housing. (See photo.) Replace if needed.

Until next time, Have a Model A Day’
Jim
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